
PÄIJÄT-HÄME GRAIN CLUSTER



founded in 
2003 

PÄIJÄT-HÄME GRAIN CLUSTER

3,000 
jobs 

600 M€
overall turnover

43 000 ha
arable land area

Finland’s largest conglomeration of 
grain-related expertise. 

Value chain from grain farmers to
industry and retail. 

Expert of Finnish grain – from bran to germ

The biggest cluster companies are Hartwall, Fazer Group and Viking Malt. 



” Päijät-Häme is the Finnish cluster of grain and beverage excellence with the 
best expertise in the bread and beverage industry in the country. 

The role of the Grain Cluster in international food exports will also grow 
further thanks to the investments in education and product development and 

in connection with the activities of the national Food Campus network.”

Hanna Ylä-Mononen | Villähteen leipä Oy



BREAD & BEVERAGE CHAIN 



THE BREAD 
CHAIN 

THE BEVERAGE 
CHAIN 

In Lahti Region, there are
over 20 industrial companies 
where the grains are processed 
to consumers, retail and 
restaurants.

Raw materials by 800 local farmers 

FROM FARMER TO PRODUCT



PURE RAW MATERIALS 



“THE BEST BASIS 
FOR VARIOUS TASTY 

DRINKS AND 
COUNTLESS PRODUCTS 

Long and bright summer, 
clean soil, pure ground water and 
unpolluted air guarantee the best 
growth environment for clean and 

high-quality grains.



“THE BEST 
GROUNDWATER 
IN THE WORLD 

Top quality groundwater is a key raw 
material for all companies in the grain 
cluster - beverage manufacturers, the 
bakery industry and the malting plant.



Groundwater 
flowing deep in Salpausselkä ridge

is pumped in Renkomäki 
from a depth of 20 metres 

directly to the Hartwall brewery.



RESEARCH 
AND PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT



The companies of the Päijät-Häme 
Grain Cluster perform constant high-
quality research and product 
development.
 
Traditional oat products are now 
accompanied by completely novel 
product innovations. 

The health effects of oat, a natural 
superfood, are the target of particular 
attention in Finland and abroad.



Photo: Viking Malt

Lappeenranta-Lahti University of 
Technology (LUT) and LAB University of 
Applied Sciences support the product 
development and research efforts of the 
Grain Cluster companies. 

• Currently, companies and higher education 
institutions are working together to prepare 
a joint testing and product development 
environment for the food industry. 

• LUT University has also strengthened its 
research into separation technology; there 
are now five professorships in separation 
technology and research teams associated 
with them in Lahti. 



NEW EXPERTS
The Lappeenranta-Lahti University of 

Technology (LUT) and the LAB 
University of Applied Sciences 
together with Salpaus Further 

Education, they train new experts for 
the companies.



CIRCULAR ECONOMY



PIONEERS 
IN CIRCULAR 

ECONOMY

New innovations of using the 
side streams of the grain 
process industry 
and the resulting financial 
benefits are developed 
constantly.



CASE HARTWALL
Hartwall is building an exceptional biogas plant 
to its yard in cooperation with local energy 
company, Lahti Energia. The operation of the 
plant is based purely on the circular economy 
and the brewery's raw materials

 Hartwall's 234 million euros investment in a 
production facility and logistics center (2003) is 
the biggest investment in the food industry in 
Finland so far.



CASE FAZER
Fazer’s investment in a new xylitol 
manufacturing facility is a great example of a 
modern circular economy innovation. In the 
production of xylitol they use oat hull, the side 
stream of the oat milling process.

The side streams of the oat milling process are 
also used in the Lahti Energia bio-heating plant. 
It produces enough heat and industrial steam to 
serve Fazer’s entire factory area in Lahti. 



INVESTMENTS 



EVOLVING CLUSTER
Total investments of 165 M€ of the Grain Cluster companies in 

2017–2023 have a significant economic impact on the 
companies, the entire industry and the Lahti region.



CASE VIKING MALT GROUP 
Viking Malt Group is building a new malthouse in 
Lahti. The value of the investment in Lahti 
Region about 90 million euros. 



CASE FAZER
The xylitol plant which started in spring 2022 and 
the new oat mill, raised the total value of recent 
investments made by Fazer up to EUR 65 million. 

Fazer also plans to locate its new confectionery 
factory in Lahti. It will be the industry's biggest 
investment in Finland ever.



The smaller companies are also 
actively developing and investing in 

their businesses.



THE POWER OF COOPERATION 





www.viljaklusteri.fi/en

https://viljaklusteri.fi/
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